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Spinal Fluid Measurements of NGF and NT-3: Diagnostic Accuracy 
in Alzheimer's Disease (AD) and Major Depression in the Elderly (DE) 





NGF test 

(NGF>4 pg/ml) 


NT-3 test 

(NT-3>15 pg/ml) 




Diagnosis of AD 


Diagnosis of DE 


Sensitivity 


71,9% 


73,9% 


Specificity 


79,2% 


86,1% 


Positive Predictive 
Value (PPV) 
Negative Predictive 
Value (NPV) 


67,6% 
82,4% 


50,0% 
91,7% 




Combined NGF/ NT-3 test 

(NGF>4 pg/ml, NT-3<15 pg/ml) 


Combined NGF/NT-3 test 

(NT-3>15 pg/ml, NGF<4 pg/ml) 




LJId^llUolO Ul MU 


uiaynosis ot uc 


Sensitivity 


62.5% 


55.5% 


Specificity 


90.1% 


89.7% 


Positive Predictive 
Value (PPV) 
Negative Predictive 
Value (NPV) 


83.3% 
76.9% 


71.4% 
81.4% 



Table 1 
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